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From: LGiU Australia <correspondence@I|giu.org>
Date: 12 October 2020 at 7:01:48 am AEST

To: Peter Yench <peter.yench@cobar.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: LGiU Weekly Policy Roundup 12.10.20
Reply-To: LGiU Australia <correspondence @lgiu.org>

LG  fj, SGS

Australia & Planning

WEEKLY ROUNDUP

A weekly roundup for local government across AUstralia

POLICY BRIEFINGS AND REPORTS

Climate change adaptation guidance offered for council decision makers

A new guidance br.ief clarifies the current legislative framework in Victoria to support
climate change adaptation measures by local governments. Highlighting legal
responsibilities and duty of care, the brief offers practical advice to inform actions. A
series of recently published climate change resources for local government
accompany the brief on the website of the Victorian Government Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP). These include a data sheet
projecting changes to different regions under current emission levels, guidance
identifying best-practice responses through place-based adaptation strategies and a
masterclass on communicating climate science and impacts. Three webinars about the

resources will be held over the next month.

45



From: Clare GARDINER <PPWC.rs1@outlook.com>
Bate: 12 October 2020 at 11:53:33 am AEDT
Subject: Public Interest - some Councils have been purchasing Carbon Credits since 2008

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Tue 06 Oct 2020 IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST Recipient: 61C2xxxx
REF: pPPNJ6I1 Y/R: Parks 10-yr Plans 2020-2030
PUBLIC INTEREST - SOME COUNCILS PURCHASING CARBON CREDITS SINCE 2008

There have been some very interesting responses from Councils about how long they have planning for zero
carbon emissions and planning for purchasing Carbon Credits including these examples:

A NSW Inner West Council - start purchasing “genuine offsets closer to 2025”
B Vic Monash Council — net zero emissions by 2025
C Vic Horsham Council — Agenda Jun 2020 — implementation zero carbon plan

D Vic Maribyrnong Council — purchasing Carbon Credits since 2008

A NSW INNER WEST CL — START “PURCHASING GENUINE OFFSETS IN 2025”
Email from Inner West Council [IWC] 10 Jan 2020

“Council is not planning to offset community emissions at this point in time. Council is planning to purchase
genuine offsets closer to 2025 so that the Council operations are only carbon neutral but wants to limit the
amount of offsets needed by implementing carbon reduction projects between now and 2025. These offsets
will adhere to the Australian National Carbon Offsets Standard”,

That was the content of an inner West Council [IWC] email on 10 Jan 2020 yet the Council had published in
Aug 2019 as part of the IWC “Climate + Renewables Strategy [CRS]” fig 7 “Unsustainable Consumption 41
Tonnes per household per annum- research by Sydney Uni Aug 2019 for IWC"” - population of over 198,000
in 80,000+ households.

B8 VIC MONASH COUNCIL — NET ZERO EMISSIONS BY 2025

Mr Mayor we have reviewed your web-site as directed by yourself and there was no response to a search for
“Carbon Credits” and the only item we could find under Climate Change was the Environmental Sustainability
Strategy [ESS] 2016 — 2026. This document does not contain any reference to Carbon Credits

We note that Monash Council-Declare A Climate Emergency-on 27th August 2019 and “The next meeting of
Monash Council will consider a motion from the Environmental Advisory Committee, {which includes 3 Council
members), recommends Council declares a Climate Emergency”.
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We also note on that 27 Feb 2020 Monash Council committed to net Zero emissions by 2025,

“Monash Council has committed to achieving net zero emissions by 2025 as part of a raft of strategies to tackie
climate change Council made this commitment at its February 2020 meeting. A further report for a whole of
Council climate action plan will come before the September 2020 Council meeting.

Key projects identified include:

A Participating in the Local Government Power Purchase Agreement for up to 100% renewable energy
for all electricity use

B Major roads street lighting changeover to LED lights

C Major infrastructure upgrades of high energy usage sites, including our aguatic centres, to reduce
energy use

D Investment in solar panels at key sites

E Expanding the use of electric and hybrid vehicles in Council’s fleet

F Investment in Carbon Offset sourced from local businesses

G Increase the use of recycled content materials in council projects

H The purchase of carbon offsets, when required, from businesses located within the City of Monash,

wherever possible

I A commitment to protecting and enhancing our green spaces and tree canopy.

C HORSHAM CL — AGENDA JUN 2020 - IMPLEMENTATION ZERO CARBON PLAN

Agenda 01 Jun 2020

HMRCC Sustainability Projects — Capital AuS 109,000
HRCC Zero Carbon Plan Aus 100,000
HRCC Community Halls Solar Roofing - Capital Au$ 50,000

Agenda 11 May 2020

5.1 Promote Sustainability by encouraging sound environmental practice

5.1.01 Investigate opportunities for the use of Renewable energy for Council facilities
including implementing a Biomass Baoiler system at the Aquatic Centre and Solar Panels

where feasible on Council buildings and facilities. 80% Several major installations completed including Town
Hall, aquatic centre and library. Small halls advancing with budget provision in 2020/21 budget for more.

5.1.02 Review Council’'s Environment Sustainability Strategy and lead the community in environmentally
sustainable practices to improve management of our natural environment 75% Reduced focus on
Sustainability Strategy in order to complete Zero Carbon Plan. Consultant has been appointed and works on
the Zero Carbon Plan have commenced.
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5.1.03 Develop a Climate Change Response Strategy for Council operations 5% Not advanced beyond start
work on Sustainability Strategy and Zero Carbon Plan.

D VIC MARIBYRNONG CL— PURCHASING CARBON CREDITS SINCE 2008
Dear Clare

As far as carbon credits go, the City has been buying them for about 20 years, starting with its declaration to
become carbon neutral. I'm not sure of the current cost of that.

Cheers Councillor xxx

Zero Carbon Council

Council recognises that we are in a state of Climate Emergency that requires urgent action from all levels of
government to reduce carbon emissions and restore a safe climate at emergency speed. As part of this
commitment, Counci! will continue to take action to reduce and manage our carbon footprint to achieve net
zero carbon emissions each year.

Achieving Zero Carbon

Council first achieved net zero corporate CO2 emissions in 2015. Each year, Council calculate the greenhouse
gas emissions that we generate through activities such as electricity use, transport and other activities. Our
first priority is to reduce these greenhouse gas emissions as much as possible by changing the way that we
operate, increasing the energy efficiency of buildings, installing renewable energy, and investing in new
technology. Council then undertake a carbon accounting process, to ensure that any remaining emissions can
be offset. Carbon offset units are generated from activities that prevent, reduce or remove greenhouse gas
emissions being released into the atmosphere, such as tree planting and revegetation projects. When the
number of offsets acquired by Council equal the total emissions produced by Council, we achieve zero carbon
corporate status.

Regards
Clare GARDINER B: PO Box 3074 Petersham North 2049:
Researcher E: PPWC.rsl@gmail.com

PETERSHAM PARK WASTE COLLECTIVE [PPWC] M: 0448-278-153
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